MEDITERRANEAN   CIVILIZATION   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS
the Sarmatic Plain, the repercussion of the clashes between'the
populations of Farthest Asia.
The arrival of the Huns flung the Goths against the Empire. It
seems that their method of fighting, perhaps their appearance, and
their nomadism, which seemed so terrible to a sedentary population,
rendered them invincible,1
The defeated Ostrogoths were flung against Pannonia, and the
Visigoths fled across the Danube. This was in the autumn of 376.
The Romans had to let them pass. How many were they ?2 It is
impossible to say precisely. L Schmidt imagines that there were
40,000, of whom 8,000 were warriors.3
They crossed the frontier with their dukes, like a nation, with
the consent of the Emperor, who acknowledged them as allies,
subject to the obligation of furnishing recruits to the Roman army.
This was something quite new, and it was a happening of
extreme importance. With the Ostrogoths a foreign body had
entered into the Empire, They retained their rights of nationality.
They were not divided up, but were left in a compact group. The
arrangements were hastily made; no territory was assigned to
them; and finding themselves in a sterile mountainous region, they
revolted no later than the following year (377). What they coveted
was access to the Mediterranean, and they began to march toward
the sea.
On August pth, 378, at Andrinople, die Emperor Valens was
defeated and slain. The whole of Thrace was pillaged, excepting
the cities, which the Barbarians could not take. They penetrated as
far as Constantinople, which resisted them, as it was afterwards to
resist the Arabs.
Without the possession of Constantinople, the Germans were
able to establish themselves upon the coast, thereby reaching the
vital centre of the Empire. But Theodosius drove them away from
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